
 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

Motherhood Initiative for Research and Community Involvement (MIRCI) 
	  

MOTHERS, MOTHERING, MOTHERHOOD IN TODAY'S WORLD, 
WITH AN EMBEDDED CONFERENCE ON MOTHERS AND 

MOTHERING IN CANADA 
GALA CONFERENCE CELEBRATING MIRCI’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

October 14-16, 2016 
Pantages Hotel, 200 Victoria Street 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
	  
We welcome submissions from scholars, students, activists, artists, community workers, bloggers, mothers and 
others who research in this area. Cross-cultural and comparative work is encouraged. We are open to a variety 
of types of submissions including academic papers from all disciplines and creative submissions including 
visual art, literature and performance art. 
 
This is an international conference on "Mothers, Mothering, Motherhood in Today's World: Experience, 
Identity, Agency, and Institution," with an embedded conference focusing on "Mothers, Mothering, and 
Motherhood in Canada." The event will celebrate Canada's 150th year in 2017 by examining why mothers, 
arguably more so than women in general, remain disempowered despite forty years of feminism. The 
conference also celebrates the 20th anniversary of the Motherhood Initiative for Research and Community 
Involvement (MIRCI), its 50th conference, and the 10th anniversary of Demeter Press.  
 
Motherhood is the unfinished business of feminism. Motherhood scholars argue that motherhood, as it is 
currently perceived and practiced in patriarchal societies, is disempowering, if not oppressive, for a multitude of 
reasons: the societal devaluation of motherwork, the endless tasks of privatized mothering, the incompatibility 
of waged work and care work, and the impossible standards of idealized motherhood. Many of the problems 
facing mothers—whether social, economic, political, cultural, or psychological—are specific to their role and 
identity as mothers. What is needed therefore is matricentric feminism: a feminism that is fashioned from and 
for women's particular identity and their work as mothers. This conference positions mothers' needs and 
concerns as the starting point for a new politic and theory of feminism to empower mothers in Canada and 
around the world and explores what mothers in the 21st century need to adequately care for their children while 
living full and purposeful lives. Over the last forty years, motherhood research has focused on the oppressive 
and empowering dimensions of mothering and the complex relationship between the two. Stemming from the 
above distinction, the conference will examine 21st century motherhood under four interconnected themes of 
inquiry: motherhood as experience, identity, agency, and institution.  
 
The three-day conference features 7 plenary panels with leading scholars on motherhood from Canada and the 
United States and a keynote address by internationally acclaimed New Zealand writer Marilyn Waring. The 
conference considers what changes are needed in public-social policy, health, education, the workplace, the 
family, and the arts to effect full and lasting gender equality for mothers in the 21st century. 
	  

If you are interested in being considered as a presenter, please send a 200 word abstract and a 50- 
word bio by APRIL 1, 2016 to  info@motherhoodinitiative.org 

	  
** TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT FOR THIS CONFERENCE, ONE MUST BE 

A 2016 MEMBER of MIRCI: 
http://www.motherhoodinitiative.org/membership.html 

	  
Motherhood Initiative for Research and Community Involvement (MIRCI) 140 Holland St. West, 

PO Box 13022, Bradford, ON, L3Z 2Y5 (905) 775-9089  
 http://www.motherhoodinitiative.org info@motherhoodinitiative.org 


